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Dear Nick

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE REPORT
National Assembly for Wales Public Accounts Committee Report on Natural
Resources Wales Scrutiny of Annual Report and Accounts 2017-18
RESPONSE TO THE REPORT
I enclose a copy of the Welsh Ministers’ response to the above report which will be laid
before the Table Office.
On behalf of the Cabinet, I would like to thank you and the Committee for the careful and
considered way in which you undertook the investigation and produced the report.
The relevant Additional Accounting Officer will be pleased to provide any further information,
explanation or detail if required, following this response.

Regards

Lesley Griffiths AC/AM
Ysgrifennydd y Cabinet dros Ynni, Cynllunio a Materion Gwledig
Minister for Environment, Energy and Rural Affairs
Bae Caerdydd • Cardiff Bay
Caerdydd • Cardiff
CF99 1NA

Canolfan Cyswllt Cyntaf / First Point of Contact Centre:
0300 0604400
Gohebiaeth.Lesley.Griffiths@llyw.cymru
Correspondence.Lesley.Griffiths@gov.wales

Rydym yn croesawu derbyn gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg. Byddwn yn ateb gohebiaeth a dderbynnir yn Gymraeg yn Gymraeg ac ni fydd
gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi.
We welcome receiving correspondence in Welsh. Any correspondence received in Welsh will be answered in Welsh and corresponding
in Welsh will not lead to a delay in responding.

Response to the Report of the National Assembly for Wales Public Accounts
Committee Report on Natural Resources Wales Scrutiny of Annual Report and
Accounts 2017-18
Provided by: Lesley Griffiths, Minister for Environment, Energy and Rural
Affairs
Date: 11 January 2019
The Welsh Government welcomes the findings of the report and offer the following
responses to the three recommendations contained within it.
Recommendation 1 - We recommend that Natural Resources Wales share with this
Committee the findings of the independent review followings its completion,
scheduled for late 2018. The review’s findings must be made publicly available.
Accept – Natural Resources Wales will respond to the Committee directly on this
recommendation. However, it is our understanding NRW will provide the Committee
with the findings of the independent review and publish it on their website. . We
expect this to be in time for NRW’s next session with the Committee in February
2019.
Recommendation 2 - The Committee recommends that Natural Resources Wales
produces an action plan with clear timescales and delivery objectives. These plans
must set out the changes required to its operation arising from the independent
review. Natural Resources Wales must share these plans with the Committee when
finalised.
Accept – Natural Resources Wales will respond to the Committee directly on this
recommendation. We understand NRW will provide the Committee with an action
plan as part of their evidence for their next session with the Committee in February
2019.
Recommendation 3 - We recommend that should the independent review findings
on the failures of governance be insufficient, that the Welsh Government ensures
that there is an immediate comprehensive review of governance within Natural
Resources Wales, examining how these failure were able to occur.
Accept – On receipt of the findings of the independent review, and taking into
account the evidence NRW will give to the Committee in February, Welsh
Government will consider whether any further action is necessary. I will update the
Committee following this.

