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Commentary 

These Regulations are proposed to be made by the UK Government 
pursuant to [section[s][    ]] of the European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018.
The purpose of this instrument is to ensure that the UK statute book 
accommodates “retained EU law”, a new body of domestic law introduced 
by the European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018 (“the EUWA 2018”), 
coherently and effectively after the UK’s withdrawal from the EU.

This instrument amends the Interpretation Act 1978 (and the 
Interpretation and Legislative Reform (Scotland) Act 2010 (“the ILRA 2010”) 
and the Interpretation Act (Northern Ireland) 1954, which set out general 
rules of interpretation for legislation.

This instrument makes provision for how non-ambulatory cross-references 
to European Union legislation up to the point immediately before exit 
should be read, including in devolved areas.  Non-ambulatory references 



are references which are not automatically updated. It also makes 
provision for how cross-references to EU legislation post-exit should be 
read. 

(It also adds a number of words and expressions to the ILRA 2010 and the 
Interpretation Act (Northern Ireland) 1954 and provides general rules of 
interpretation in light of the introduction of “retained EU law”.)

These Regulations repeal and revoke primary and secondary legislations 
in consequence of the repeal of the European Communities Act 1972 (“the 
ECA 1972”) and arising from the withdrawal of the UK from the EU, 
including in devolved areas. These repeals and revocations are needed to 
remove redundant provisions of domestic legislation. These Regulations 
also make transitional and savings provisions in relation to the repeals.
Legal Advisers agree with the statement laid by the Welsh Government 
dated 3 December 2018 regarding the effect of these Regulations.

The above summary and the content of the Explanatory Memorandum to 
these Regulations confirm their effect and the extent to which these 
Regulations would enact new policy in devolved areas.

Legal Advisers have not identified any legal reason to seek a consent 
motion under Standing Order 30A.10 in relation to these Regulations.


