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National Assembly for Wales 

Economy, Infrastructure and Skills Committee  

Welcome to our committee update 
This update of the Committee’s recent and future activities is aimed at widening engagement in the 

Committee’s activities and helping you to provide information and expertise to officials and Members. It 

has been produced by the Clerking team which supports the Committee’s work.  

The Committee’s twitter feed @SeneddEIS carries all our latest news, and details of inquiries and 
meetings.

 

Work undertaken – spring 

2018 

Apprenticeship Levy – follow up 

Following on from the introduction of the 

Apprenticeship levy in Wales on the 6 April 

2017, the Committee undertook a short inquiry to 

ascertain what impact the levy has had on Welsh 

employers 1 year on and whether the major 

challenges and concerns have been addressed?   

 

Our update report will be published during the 

summer recess. 

 

Automation 
In May the Committee began an inquiry 

exploring the challenges and opportunities posed 

by automation. 

 

The Committee took evidence from a broad range 

of experts and also visited an Amazon 

distribution centre to discuss their approach to 

automation, and Swansea University College of 

Engineering to explore the cutting edge research 

being carried out there. 

 

Before a scrutiny session with the Cabinet 

Secretary for Economy and Transport, the 

Committee held four sessions with experts under 

the headings: 

 

 

 Automation and the Welsh Economy 

 The Future of Skills 

 Precision agriculture, and 

 Self-driving vehicles 

 

 The Committee was invited by the Federation of 

Small Businesses (FSB) to visit The Number Hub 

an accountancy business based in Taff’s Well to 

see how automation of data entry had freed up 

accounting staff to spend more time focusing on 

customers.  After the visit the Committee held a 

roundtable discussion with FSB members. 

 

The report is currently in the drafting stage and is 

due to be published in the autumn term 

 

State of Roads 
The Committee concluded its inquiry into the 

State of the roads in Wales, we received over 32 

responses to our consultation.  As well as a 

written consultation the Committee also decided 

to hold a Photography Competition in order to 

promote public engagement with the Committee’s 

work.   

 

Committee members selected the winning image 

which was taken by Antony Maybury from 

Wrexham and depicts a lorry passing by a large 

pothole on the A525 near Bronington, in north-

east Wales. 

 

The report is currently in the drafting stage and is 

due to be published in the autumn term. 
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Enterprise Zones 
The Committee led a debate on its report – (PDF 

703KB) in the Senedd Siambr on 11 July.  

 

In his response (PDF 171KB), the Cabinet 

Secretary accepted or accepted in principle 10 of 

the Committee’s 14 recommendations. The video 

of the session can be seen on Senedd.tv, and the 

transcript is also available. 

 

Stakeholder event 
On the 11 July the Committee held a stakeholder 

event to review the work undertaken over the past 

year and consider the emerging work programme 

for 2018-2019 and beyond. 

 

 
 

Committee activity for the 

autumn term 2018 

Please note that information regarding dates and 

topics of inquiry is subject to change depending 

on emerging priorities. 

Updated information can be found at: 

http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-

home/committees/Pages/Committee-

Profile.aspx?cid=446  

Compulsory Purchase Orders 

The Committee has agreed to undertake a short 

inquiry into compulsory purchase orders.   

The inquiry will focus on the barriers that 

discourage the use of compulsory purchase 

powers in two specific areas: 

 

 regenerating town centres; and 

 developing opportunities for active travel. 

Scrutiny of the Chief Scientific Adviser for 

Wales  

The Committee has invited Professor Peter 

Halligan, the newly appointed Chief Scientific 

Adviser for Wales to give evidence to the 

Committee on the 19 September. 

Mobile Action Plan – progress update 

The Committee has invited the Leader of the 

House and Chief Whip on 17 October to review 

progress 12 months after the launch of the Welsh 

Government’s Mobile Action Plan.  

Research and Innovation in Wales  

In preparation for the forthcoming bill on Post-

compulsory Education and Training, the 

Committee will look at research and innovation 

and how activity in Wales’ universities links with 

businesses. A written consultation will be 

launched shortly. 

 

http://senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s75487/Report.pdf
http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/gen-ld11638/gen-ld11638-e.pdf
http://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Archive/585c8202-d4ba-41dd-8002-fbbae67858b3?autostart=True
http://record.assembly.wales/Plenary/4999?lang=en-GB#A44826
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/committees/Pages/Committee-Profile.aspx?cid=446
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/committees/Pages/Committee-Profile.aspx?cid=446
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/committees/Pages/Committee-Profile.aspx?cid=446
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Active Travel (Wales) Act 2013 

The 19 September has been scheduled for the 

Senedd Siambr debate on the Committee’s report 

on the Post Legislative Scrutiny of the Active 

Travel (Wales) Act. 

 

Remit 

The Committee was established on 28 June 2016 

to examine legislation and hold the Welsh 

Government to account by scrutinising 

expenditure, administration and policy matters, 

encompassing (but not restricted to): economic 

development; transport; infrastructure; 

employment; skills; and research and 

development, including technology and science. 

Contact details 

You can email the Committee Clerking Team: 

SeneddEIS@Assembly.Wales  

Phone us: 0300 200 6565  

Follow us on Twitter: @SeneddEIS 

Website: www.assembly.wales/SeneddEIS  

 

Committee Members 
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